
Read the guidance
This will highlight what the grant can be used for, how much is available, who can 
apply, what additional documentation you must provide, and when the deadlines 
are. A grant panel usually makes decisions on your application against the grant 
guidance and criteria. Allow plenty of time, plan your application, don’t rush it 
and do your research. 

Check the criteria 
Do you meet the criteria? For local authority funding, settings will generally 
need to be registered with Care Inspectorate Wales (CIW). There may be 
other requirements linked to specific funding, such as being registered for 
the Childcare Offer if applying for Childcare Offer Capital Grants or being a 
registered charity.  Make sure that how you want to spend the grant fits the 
grant criteria. Think about need not greed. It’s important that the grant fits your 
needs and that you don’t alter your plans or aims to fit the grant! Don’t waste 
your time on proposals that aren’t a good fit. If you’re not sure, pick up the 
phone and speak to the funder.

 

Closing date
Check the grant closing date. Funds are limited and many grant schemes 
operate on a first come first served basis, so apply as soon as possible.  Check 
how they want the application form to be completed – for example typed and 
sent by email. If you are waiting on quotes or other supporting information, 
contact the funder and explain.

 

Application form
Read the application carefully and note any information you will need. Be clear 
and concise about why the funding is needed and state how it will benefit the 
children in your care. Are questions scored? Remember, the higher the score, 
the more information you need to provide! Don’t waffle! Stick to your aims, 
objectives and outcomes. Remember to sell your setting and your plans. The 
grant panel may know nothing about you. Be prescriptive and passionate! Read 
the application before submission, ensuring you have completed all questions 
and attached all required information. Follow each and every instruction. If 
you are not sure, ask! If your setting is run by a committee, ask for support from 
others on the committee.

 

Top Tips for successful  
Grant Applications

We recognise the essential role that early years, childcare and playwork settings play in the 
foundational economy and to children’s wellbeing. As a result, numerous grants are being  
made available. Funding may be capital or revenue and can assist with sustainability  
(especially considering challenges presented by Covid-19) or to improve quality of resources.

Here are our Top Tips!
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Grant Applications

Legal and financial information
You will usually need to include financial information about your childcare business 
so that funders can ensure public money is allocated and used properly. Make 
sure your annual accounts are signed and dated, bank statements are no more 
than 3 months’ old, and the name of your organisation is the same on your bank 
account. You may also need to provide a financial forecast. Your national childcare 
organisation can help you with this. If you run multiple settings / services but have 
one set of accounts, it will be useful to provide separate management accounts 
or supplementary information to provide clarity about the financial situation of the 
setting/service seeking funding.

Supporting information
If applying for capital funding to improve a specific area within your setting, you 
can provide photographs of the existing area and links to items you want to 
purchase so that a grant panel can evaluate quality and value. If available, include 
feedback from children, parents, CIW or other professionals that support your 
plans. You will often be asked for up to 3 separate quotes for more extensive work. 
You may also be asked to provide your governing document (e.g. Constitution 
or Memorandum and Articles of Association) as well as specific policies and 
insurance policy details. Never send the original governing document as funders 
will always ask for copies. 

Do final checks
Proofread, spell check and remember to sign and date. Stick to specified formats, 
remember the little things count. A well-presented application will help show your 
commitment and promote your setting to the grant panel.

Further help 
Local authorities usually distribute funding made available to the sector by Welsh 
Government. Check websites, sign up for updates and contact them.

Cwlwm partners have further resources and can support settings.  

Business Wales provides financial support and advice.
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