
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Consultation Response Form 

Consultation closing date: 29 September 2014 

Your comments must reach us by that date 

 

 

 

Changes to the School Admissions Code 



If you would prefer to respond online to this consultation please use the following 
link: https://www.education.gov.uk/consultations 

Information provided in response to this consultation, including personal information, 
may be subject to publication or disclosure in accordance with the access to information 
regimes, primarily the Freedom of Information Act 2000 and the Data Protection Act 
1998. 

If you want all, or any part, of your response to be treated as confidential, please explain 
why you consider it to be confidential. 

If a request for disclosure of the information you have provided is received, your 
explanation about why you consider it to be confidential will be taken into account, but 
no assurance can be given that confidentiality can be maintained. An automatic 
confidentiality disclaimer generated by your IT system will not, of itself, be regarded as 
binding on the department. 

The department will process your personal data (name and address and any other 
identifying material) in accordance with the Data Protection Act 1998, and in the 
majority of circumstances, this will mean that your personal data will not be disclosed to 
third parties. 

 

Please tick if you want us to keep your response confidential. 
 

 

 

Reason for confidentiality:  

 

 

 

Name: Aaron Hunter 
 

 

Please tick if you are responding on behalf of your organisation. 
 

x 

 

Name of Organisation (if applicable): Professional Association for Childcare and Early 
Years 

 

 

Address: Royal Court, 81 Tweedy Road, Bromley, Kent, BR1 1TG 

 

https://www.education.gov.uk/consultations


If your enquiry is related to the DfE e-consultation website or the consultation process in 
general, you can contact the Ministerial and Public Communications Division by email: 
consultation.unit@education.gsi.gov.uk or by telephone: 0370 000 2288 or via the 
department's 'Contact Us' page. 

Please mark one box that best describes you as a respondent, and/or the type of 
organisation in which you have an interest. 

   

 

Parent/Carer 
   

 

Maintained school 
 

x 
 

 

Representative of 
childcare or early 
years intermediary 
organisation 

 
 

 

 

Academy/free school 
 

 
 

 

Teacher 
 

 
 

 

SEN provider 

 
 

 

 

Nursery or other pre-
school provider 

 
 

 

 

Local authority 
 

 
 

 

Early years 
professional 

 
 

 

 

Other 
    

 

 

Please Specify:  
 
PACEY is the Professional Association for Childcare and Early Years. A standard-
setting organisation, we promote best practice and support childcare professionals to 
deliver high standards of care and learning. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:consultation.unit@education.gsi.gov.uk
https://www.gov.uk/contact


1  Please use the box provided to comment on the proposal to allow all state-
funded schools to give priority in their admission arrangements to children 
eligible for pupil premium or service premium funding (see section 2 of the 
summary document). 

 

Comments:  
 
PACEY welcomes the proposal to prioritise admission for children from 
disadvantaged or service families. 

 
 

 

 

 

2  Please use the box provided to comment on the proposal to allow admission 
authorities of primary schools to give priority in their admission arrangements to 
children eligible for the early years pupil premium, pupil premium or service 
premium who attend a nursery which is part of the school (see section 3). This 
includes removing barriers to schools offering optional wrap-around childcare by 
ensuring any charges paid by parents for such childcare would not prevent their 
children from being prioritised. 

 

Comments: 
 
Prioritising schools admission for children from disadvantaged and service families 
is an important change, and PACEY welcomes it. However, the added requirement 
for children to have attended a school-run nursery is not something PACEY would 
support. It risks extending parental anxiety around their child’s admission into their 
chosen school backwards, far into their child’s early years, and increases the risk 
that parents select a nursery school primarily because it will “guarantee” their child’s 
place in reception class. This situation could also be a strong disincentive for co-
operation between school and early years providers. It should therefore not be 
included. 
 
 
 



The importance of parental choice 
 
Parents naturally wish for their children to get into the school that they choose, and it 
is right that the system of admission supports this choice as much as possible. 
However, we are concerned that the persistent shortage in primary school places 
and the associated competition for those places may lead to parents whose children 
qualify for the EYPP or service premium feeling compelled to place their child within 
an oversubscribed school’s nursery, instead of other settings which they may have 
otherwise chosen and which could better suit their child’s age and stage of 
development, This restriction of choice could result in children as young as two 
entering a school nursery just to ensure they secure their place in its reception class 
two or three years later.  
 
Although section 3.1 of the consultation document states this change “will also 
ensure that there are still sufficient places available in the reception class for 
children of local parents who choose not to send their child to the nursery”, it is 
unclear how this will be enforced in practice.  
 
PACEY believes that this requirement could in the longer term compromise parents’ 
childcare choices. It is also likely to dissuade schools from working in partnership 
with private, voluntary and independent (PVI) childcare providers, adding to the 
existing barriers to making such partnerships work and in turn placing many PVI 
settings’ future sustainability at greater risk; all of which could lead to a reduction in 
the diversity of childcare provision currently available to families. 
 
Co-operation in the early years 
 
PACEY is concerned that by encouraging schools through admissions criteria to 
make their own early years provision, the Government is disincentivising the co-
operation between schools and local PVI providers that they advocate elsewhere. 
For the ambition of flexible, accessible and high-quality childcare to be achieved, the 
full range of early years providers should be engaged to offer their high quality 
services to children, particularly those living with disadvantage. Linking admission to 
school nursery attendance threatens the diversity and vibrancy of the childcare 
sector, and could disadvantage some parents whose childcare needs are unsuited 
to school-based nursery provision, for example those who work atypical hours, those 
who need childcare 50 weeks a year or whose child’s additional needs would be 
better supported in a home-based setting. 
 
 
 
Prioritising quality 
 
As stated above, we welcome the decision to prioritise schools admission for 
children from disadvantaged and service families. However, support for early years 
settings must be equitable for children from all families to benefit from the full range 



of high-quality childcare services. PACEY therefore recommends that the 
Government instead prioritises schools admission for children eligible for the 
EYPP or service premium who have attended any good or outstanding early 
years setting, not just nurseries operated by the school.  

 

 

3  Please use the box provided to comment on the proposal to create a rolling 
deadline for admission authorities to comply with a determination of the schools 
adjudicator (see section 4). 

 

Comments: N/A 

 

 

 

4  Please use the box provided to comment on the proposal to bring forward the 
deadlines for objections, determinations and publication of admission 
arrangements; and to change the timing and length of consultations (see section 
4). 



 

Comments: N/A 

 

 

 

5  Please use the box provided to comment on the proposals relating to the 
admission of summer born children (see section 5). 

 

Comments: 
 

Although PACEY welcomes the clarification these proposals will provide to summer 
born children’s admissions arrangements, we believe that more effort should be 
made to understand and mitigate the obstacles many parents face when securing 
late admission to Reception for their summer born children, not least from schools 
and local authorities themselves. We know from our own membership that the 
process is challenging for parents, with other hurdles including concerns that 
delaying admission may mean their child does not secure the primary place they 
hope for, and high childcare costs remaining a burden for a further year. 
 
More generally, it should not be forgotten by Government or schools that the EYFS 
also comprises Reception year at school. As well as preparing children for their later 
years at school, Reception should also support the learning and development 
requirements of all children through a play-based approach, irrespective of the age 
of the child concerned. Ensuring this approach is taken in all Reception classes 
should effectively enable younger children to be supported throughout the important 
first school year. There is a vast array of evidence that all children up to the age of 7 
benefit from a play-based approach that supports their whole development (social, 
physical, emotional as well as educational). Given how early children start school in 
England, it is vital that schools support the EYFS ethos up to the end of reception 
year and indeed, extend this into year 1 through a commitment to child-centred 
teaching. 
 

 



6  Please use the box provided if you have any comments on the proposed minor 
technical drafting changes (see section 7 and Annex B). 

 

Comments: N/A 

 

 

 

Thank you for taking the time to let us have your views. We do not intend to 
acknowledge individual responses unless you place an 'X' in the box below. 

 

Please acknowledge this reply. 
 

x 

 

Email address for acknowledgement: aaron.hunter@pacey.org.uk 
 

Here at DfE we carry out our research on many different topics and consultations. As 
your views are valuable to us, please confirm below if you would be willing to be 
contacted again from time to time either for research or to send through consultation 
documents? 

 

x 
 

 

Yes 
  

 

 

No  

All DfE public consultations are required to meet the Cabinet Office Principles on 
Consultation 

The key Consultation Principles are: 

 departments will follow a range of timescales rather than defaulting to a 12-week 
period, particularly where extensive engagement has occurred before 

 departments will need to give more thought to how they engage with and use real 
discussion with affected parties and experts as well as the expertise of civil 
service learning to make well informed decisions  

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/255180/Consultation-Principles-Oct-2013.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/255180/Consultation-Principles-Oct-2013.pdf


 departments should explain what responses they have received and how these 
have been used in formulating policy 

 consultation should be ‘digital by default’, but other forms should be used where 
these are needed to reach the groups affected by a policy 

 the principles of the Compact between government and the voluntary and 
community sector will continue to be respected. 

If you have any comments on how DfE consultations are conducted, please contact 
Aileen Shaw, DfE Consultation Coordinator, tel: 0370 000 2288 / email: 
aileen.shaw@education.gsi.gov.uk 

Thank you for taking time to respond to this consultation. 

Completed responses should be sent to the address shown below by 29 September 
2014 

Send by post to:  

Ministerial and Public Communications Division 
3 Floor Area B 
Department for Education 
Mowden Hall 
Darlington 
DL3 9BG 

Send by email to: AdmissionsCode.CONSULTATION@education.gsi.gov.uk 

mailto:aileen.shaw@education.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:AdmissionsCode.CONSULTATION@education.gsi.gov.uk

