
 

 

 

 
Nicky Morgan MP 

Secretary of State for Education 

Department for Education 

Sanctuary Buildings 

Great Smith Street 
London 

SW1P 3BT 

 
31 October 2014 

 

Dear Ms Morgan, 

I am writing on behalf of PACEY’s members – almost 35,000 nannies, nursery workers and 
childminders – to welcome your recent announcement that the Department for Education’s new 
priority is to create “well-rounded” young people by emphasising “character, resilience and 
grit”.  

We fully support the decision to include this as a priority. Giving children and young people 
skills for life as well as qualifications is a vital part of education, as confident, happy and 
independent children do better at school and in later life. We believe this journey starts in a 
child’s early years and so are keen to understand how the Department’s new aim will be 
supported in childcare and early years too.    

As you know, there is already a strong foundation for any measures to improve well-
roundedness and wellbeing in children. The Early Years Foundation Stage is admired 
worldwide for its emphasis on personal, social and emotional development as well as 
educational development. It recognises that play-based learning is essential to each area of 
learning and development, as well as school readiness. This accords with the academic 
consensus1,2, as well as the expert opinion of childcare professionals themselves. In our 2013 
survey on school readiness, 97% of the PACEY members asked agreed that “school ready” 
should be defined by a child’s curiosity, independence and emotional resilience3. PACEY 
believes high quality early year practice offers much for schools to learn from, in the same way 
as your Department has prompted how much childcare and early years settings can learn from 
schools.   

PACEY would like to see your Department’s current focus on school support for registered 
childcare settings to improve their teaching widened, to recognise how childcare settings can in 
turn support schools to better understand the development of “well-rounded” children, in 
particular in Reception to Year 2. Taking this even-handed approach would also go some way 
towards supporting a more equal partnership between schools, nurseries and childminders. 

We also believe your ambition needs to recognise and tackle the real obstacles to creating an 
environment that fully supports the development of “well-rounded” young children. For 
example, the criteria for baseline assessment of children entering school are clearly tilted 
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towards academic achievement4, at the expense of the other areas of learning and development, 
and there appear to be no measures to alleviate the increased pressure on children to meet 
these criteria from 2016. 

This departure from the developmentally appropriate principles of the EYFS (which Reception 
year is a part of) is perceived by many of our members as part of a wider shift in Government 
policy towards increasing the number of ever-younger children taking their early education in 
schools, particularly in disadvantaged areas. This shift is visible in both Ofsted communications5 
and recent proposals to change school admissions6. Though we agree that many schools offer 
excellent early years care and have a valuable role to play in children’s early education, attempts 
to expand their early years provision without the requirement and support to deliver a play-
based, developmentally appropriate curriculum will narrow the focus of English children’s 
educational experiences at this crucial stage, and goes against a wealth of evidence and practice 
in other countries. 

We welcome your emphasis on a broad and balanced education for school leavers but are 
concerned that at the same time Government is narrowing educational goals and environments 
for school starters and younger children. This seems to us to be a contradiction and runs 
counter to research findings and Government’s own position on early intervention7. Equipping 
children with the “soft skills” that make them able citizens should take place throughout their 
education. Most importantly it should start at the beginning; PACEY’s members already carry 
out excellent work in partnership with local schools to support children through their early 
years-school transition8. 

So, in summary, we welcome your decision to prioritise children and young people’s personal 
and social development and urge you to place this emphasis across both their foundation, 
primary and secondary education. We would greatly appreciate an opportunity to share with 
you how childcare professionals can build on their excellent work to support the development 
of this valuable priority and share their practice, in particular with primary schools. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Liz Bayram 

Chief Executive 

Professional Association for Childcare and Early Years   
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