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28th January 2021 
 
Dear Liz  
 

EY Testing and Vaccinations 
 

I am writing to provide you with a written update on testing for private, voluntary and 
independent nurseries (PVIs) and childminders for you to share with your valued members. 
I know that this is an incredibly challenging time and I would like to take the opportunity to 
firstly thank you and your members for everything that you are doing to ensure high quality 
early years childcare provision during this extraordinary and unprecedent time. 

It is very well recognised across government that early years staff across the country have 
worked incredibly hard to keep settings open through the pandemic so that young children 
can be educated, and families supported. I recognise and understand that early years 
settings would like greater access to testing, especially asymptomatic testing of staff. We 
are working on this as a priority with other government departments and local authorities to 
secure the most effective approach to asymptomatic testing for the whole of the early years 
sector. This includes ongoing discussions about providing testing via the education testing 
programme as well as encouraging local authorities to consider prioritising appropriate 
testing for PVIs and childminders via the Community Testing Programme, which is being 
rolled out to all local authorities.  

The Community Testing Programme enables local authorities to work in partnership with 
the government to accelerate a reduction in prevalence by identifying asymptomatic cases 
through local testing and supporting them to isolate. It works alongside other forms of 
symptomatic and asymptomatic testing led by government and has a powerful role to play 
in protecting the public’s safety and wellbeing, particularly by providing testing to critical 
local services and hard to reach communities based on local knowledge and prioritisation. 
Community testing using rapid lateral flow devices can help identify those people who are 
infectious but asymptomatic and unaware that they might be spreading the disease, so that 
we can trace their contacts, support them to isolate and prevent transmission to others. 
Identifying infectious individuals early, and those they have been in close contact with, and 
then isolating them can significantly reduce transmission of the virus and break transmission 
chains. 

Early years settings in the country, can access asymptomatic testing for their staff through 
the Community Testing Programme.  We are clear this has to be done in a way that works 
best locally and works for the vital early years sector. It is recognised that for some staff 
such as childminders it will be impractical for them to travel to a local test centre during 
working hours. Local authorities are in different stages of delivering community testing, and 
the targeting of testing is prioritised at the local level. Last week, I wrote to all Directors of 
Children’s’ Services to strongly encourage them to prioritise early years staff for testing 
where appropriate because of their crucial frontline roles. 



I know that early years staff in PVIs and childminders play a vital role in our communities. 
We will continue to work with other government departments to meet the needs of the sector 
and explore viable testing options used in other education settings. I would be extremely 
grateful if my officials can involve you for your views on behalf of PVIs. I will write to your 
members when I have an update to share on this. 

Whilst this letter is about testing, I would also like to take the opportunity to provide an 
update to you and your members on coronavirus (COVID-19) vaccination plans because I 
can appreciate that many will be concerned about prioritisation for early years staff and 
what happens next following the current phase 1 rollout.  

The Joint Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI) has advised that the first 
priorities for the COVID-19 vaccination programme should be the prevention of mortality 
and the maintenance of the health and social care systems. As the risk of mortality from 
COVID-19 increases with age, prioritisation is primarily based on age. Under the priority 
groups for the first phase of vaccine rollout, those over 50 years of age, and all those 16 
years of age and over in a risk group, would be eligible for vaccination within the first phase 
of the programme. This prioritisation captures almost all preventable deaths from COVID-
19 and will include thousands of those in the education and childcare workforce. Regarding 
the next phase of vaccine rollout, JCVI have asked that the Department of Health and Social 
Care consider occupational vaccination in collaboration with other government 
departments. The department is working with the Department for Health and Social Care 
and Public Health England to ensure that the education and childcare workforce is 
considered for prioritisation in the roll out of the vaccine. 

It may also be helpful to update that the UK government has secured early access to 367 
million vaccine doses through agreements with seven separate vaccine developers, giving 
the UK the best chance of securing a safe and effective vaccine at the quickest speed. The 
full impact on infection rates will not become clear until large numbers of people have been 
vaccinated, but as larger numbers do get vaccinated, we will hopefully move further along 
the path back to a more normal way of life. 

I hope that this update is helpful. If you and your members have any further concerns or 
questions, please do not hesitate to contact my office or officials and we will respond.  

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Vicky Ford MP 
Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Children and Families 

 


