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Guidance on community testing: supporting critical workers in education 

This guidance is for local authorities and sets out what considerations there may be for delivering 
community testing to critical workers in educational settings.  

We know that a number of local authorities are already delivering successful community testing 
programmes. This guidance aims to disseminate best practice and outline some considerations 
that local authorities might want to take into account.  

Prioritisation of testing remains a decision for LAs and it is for them to make decisions based on 
local needs. It is our aim that the points raised below support LAs to deliver testing to the early 
years sector, who are delivering vital care during the pandemic.  

Background 

On 10 January 2021 it was announced that the community testing offer is to be expanded across 
all local authorities in England in order to test people without symptoms. 

Expansion of asymptomatic testing will identify more positive cases of COVID-19 and ensure 
those infected isolate, protecting those who cannot work from home and our vital services. This 
programme is crucial given that around 1 in 3 people who have coronavirus do not display any 
symptoms. 

Local authorities can find guidance on the community testing programme here - 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/community-testing-explainer/community-testing-a-
guide-for-local-delivery 

Schools and colleges 

Secondary schools and colleges have received testing kits to test their pupils upon return to 
school/college and staff twice a week as part of the asymptomatic testing programme in schools 
and colleges.  

From 18 January primary schools, schools-based nurseries and maintained nursery schools have 
started receiving kits for their staff to be tested at home. More information can be found here.  

Early years and wraparound childcare 

It continues to be our aim that all children can attend early years provision and that settings 
continue to remain open where possible. Keeping these settings open is critical given the benefits 
to children’s education and wellbeing, and the support that they provide to families across the 
country, including critical workers on the frontline, who are reliant on them for childcare. 

We are continuing to work closely with colleagues across government and local authorities to 
secure the most effective approach to asymptomatic testing for the whole of the early years sector.  

Wraparound childcare providers (breakfast, after-school and holiday clubs for school-aged 
children) are also currently open to the children of critical workers and vulnerable children and 
young people. This provision is important to ensure that parents and carers who are critical 
workers can continue to work, and to provide enriching activities for vulnerable children that 
improve their wellbeing or support their education. While some wraparound childcare staff may 
have access to testing while working on school sites, many of these settings are based in 
community or private premises. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/community-testing-explainer/community-testing-a-guide-for-local-delivery
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/community-testing-explainer/community-testing-a-guide-for-local-delivery
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/asymptomatic-testing-in-schools-and-colleges
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/asymptomatic-testing-in-schools-and-colleges
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-asymptomatic-testing-for-staff-in-primary-schools-and-nurseries
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Therefore, staff in private, voluntary and independent (PVI) providers, those in wraparound 
childcare providers, childminders and childminding assistants may want to access local community 
testing programmes for regular testing. Some LAs are already delivering testing successfully for 
this sector, and we have sought feedback from them to inform this document.  

Early years and wraparound childcare stakeholders have told us that there are potential 
challenges: 

 It can be challenging to access test centres during normal opening hours as they will either 
be caring for children who would have to accompany them or unable to leave their nursery 
or childminding setting to go to a testing site (as released staff would have to be backfilled 
to maintain child to staff ratios and settings are trying to minimise mixing of groups) 

 Many early years staff walk or use public transport and so travelling to sites further away 
can be difficult.  

LAs already delivering community testing have provided feedback as to how they have overcome 
some of these challenges locally. This is not a prescriptive list, but rather options that LAs may 
want to consider as part of efforts to enable staff in the early years sector to access community 
testing where possible:  

 Enabling early years or wraparound childcare staff to book their regular testing in advance 
and/or to have a regular testing slot 

 Identifying whether any testing sites that are near to early years or wraparound childcare 
providers could accommodate/offer extended opening times. 

 Identifying asymptomatic testing sites that could be set up in larger nurseries to support 
efficient testing, and/or in nurseries that care for the children of NHS workers (for example, 
nurseries close to hospitals) 

 In consultation with nurseries, supporting the facilitation of testing of childminders at local 
PVI nurseries or schools who have testing sites.  

 Encouraging settings to have a ‘testing champion’ who oversees testing in the setting. 

 If possible, incentivise participation in testing by providing a proportion of the funding 
received for community testing directly to early years providers to cover workforce and set 
up costs 

 Whether you could facilitate an ‘invitation event’ or virtual ‘information evening’ for early 
years providers and wraparound childcare providers 

 How you set up systems to monitor take up of testing by the early years and wraparound 
childcare sector, for example through requesting a childminder’s or wraparound provider’s 
Ofsted number when they book a test. 

It is recognised that some LAs may find some of the above more challenging to deliver than others 
for various reasons (for example rurality).  

Case study  

Staffordshire County Council are delivering a successful testing programme for early years staff 
already:  
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The above is just one example of how a local area is delivering community testing in a way that 
suits their local context.  

We are considering how to facilitate learning between councils and, where possible, would like to 
provide links to LAs who are already delivering community testing in an accessible way to the 
early years sector. If you would like to speak to another LA please get in touch with the LGA who 
will try to make links.  
 
   
 

Staffordshire County Council 

 Staffordshire launched their Community Testing Programme in December.  

 Staffordshire has 8 large districts. The nearest test site for early years staff could 
be up to 40 minutes away. 

 Staffordshire passed on a percentage of the funding they receive per test result 
of this to early years providers who took up the offer of testing. This approach has 
been well received with a huge incentive for settings to get involved. 

 Their approach was to train staff in settings to administer tests to other staff 
directly onsite. Training included webinars and practical online training. 

 By 15 Feb they expect to be testing approximately 2,000 staff per week, equating 
to two thirds of the PVI workforce. 

 Childminders are accessing community testing via test centres. One challenge is 
that testing sites are only open at certain times – however the LA trialled having 
longer opening hours but there was not the demand for it although childminders 
are able to go at the weekend outside of working hours. 

 To support access for childminders to a closer test site, the LA has conversations 
with local PVI nurseries to see if the nurseries are able to include childminders in 
their testing. 


