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Registered childminders 
 

What is a registered childminder? 

Anyone who provides childcare for children under eight, usually in their own home,1 for more 
than two hours a day, and for payment or reward is required to register by law as a childminder 
with the Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills  (Ofsted), part of the UK 
government, or an Ofsted-registered childminder agency. There are around 35,000 registered 
childminders in England. 
 
Childminders are well regulated professionals. As a condition of registration, they must: 

 be assessed by the Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills 
(Ofsted) on their suitability to provide childcare, and, if they are caring for children 
under five, to deliver the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) curriculum 

 hold a current paediatric first aid certificate (if caring for children under five) 
 undergo a Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) check (along with everyone else they 

live or work with over 16) 
 have a doctor certify they are physically and mentally capable of caring for children 
 have appropriate public liability insurance (PLI) in place  
 have the written permission of their landlord if they are in rented accommodation 
 have their premises inspected by Ofsted to ensure it is safe, secure and suitable for their 

purpose 
 be monitored by Ofsted through regular inspections. 
 consider entrance and exit to the premises does not adversely affect neighbours 

including considering how parents and children will access i.e. will they be able to arrive 
by car and not affect neighbours or do they need to park a distance from the property 
and walk 

 consider levels of noise, including in garden 

The maximum numbers of children that can be cared for by a childminder, including the 
childminders’ own children and any others they are responsible for, is strictly limited 
depending on the age of the children and the space available to: 

 no more than three under five, including no more than one child under 12 months 
 no more in total, than six children under eight years, apart from in exceptional 

circumstances, as pre-agreed with Ofsted 

Childminding as a business 

Registered childminders are self-employed, but their home is still classed as a domestic 
property, with no material change of use.  Childcare on Domestic Premises, where a childminder 
is working with more than three assistants or other childminders, and caring for larger numbers 
of children, from their home, may require the business owner to seek consent from their local 
authority planning department. 

                                                           
1  Childminders are also permitted to work on non-domestic premises (e.g. outside the home) for up to 
half of their time. 

mailto:info@pacey.org.uk


Childminding in a rented property 

Ofsted requires all childminders in a rented property have the written permission of their 
landlord before they can register. It is the landlord’s responsibility to inform their buildings 
insurance that their tenant is a childminder. As childminding is classed as a ‘diminutive 
business’, this should not adversely affect the premium paid. It is the childminder’s 
responsibility to ensure that their contents are adequately covered by insurance, for example in 
the case of accidental damage. 


