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07 September 2021 
 
 
Dear Minister Ford,  
 
As the Professional Association for Childcare and Early Years (PACEY), we are dedicated to 
championing the vital role that all early years and childcare practitioners play in supporting families 
and helping prepare children for a bright future.  
 
It was therefore disappointing to hear your comments in the House of Commons yesterday, dismissing 
the fall in registered providers as “largely a fall driven by childminders and carers, not nursery 
settings”. This comment has caused significant upset amongst our childminder members. They have 
perceived it as suggesting the Department sees childminders as somehow less valuable than other 
types of registered provider.  It risks perpetuating the negative stereotype that the role is “just caring”, 
which along with low salary and little investment in training and development, contributes to this 
decline in childminding. Combined with recent policy decisions around home testing and ventilation 
support, this all perpetuates the sense among childminders that they are less valued or excluded from 
some government support. 
 
You know that the number of registered childminders has been in decline for many years and that 
PACEY has been actively calling for more government action to address this decline. This drop in 
childminder registrations in England has been accelerated by the coronavirus pandemic. Despite all 
this, we still don’t know what the government’s long term strategy is for the early years and childcare 
sector; nor how that strategy will support all types of setting, including registered childminders. 
 
Childminders are crucial for families, offering high quality, flexible childcare and early education in a 
home environment that many children thrive in, particularly disadvantaged children and those with 
SEND; the children most impacted by the pandemic. As childminding provision makes up 
approximately 16% of all early years and childcare places,i any loss will means less choice for parents.  
 
Furthermore, childminders, alongside nurseries and pre-schools, are critical to our economic recovery. 
PACEY remains eager to meet with you to discuss the long term strategy for early years and childcare 
as you frame your proposals for the Comprehensive Spending Review, and we hope we can do so soon. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
 
Liz Bayram  
Chief Executive, Professional Association for Childcare and Early Years 
 

i Ofsted data (2021), Childcare providers and inspections as at 31 March 2021 

                                                           


