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A childminder explains how digital system Kinderly has helped her to enhance her practice within the EYFS, 
gain a deeper understanding of the individal children in her care and engage their parents more effectively.

Understand the big picture

Beth Pierson-Smith has 
been a childminder for 
three-and-a-half years 
and is now enjoying 
it even more than 
when she started. 
Based in the small 
village of Lenham in 
Maidstone, Kent, she 
currently looks after 
five children during 
term-time, rising to six 
during the school holidays. 

Before signing up for Kinderly, 
Beth used a paper-based 
progress book for each child 
which involved taking pictures, 
printing them out, noting 
down observations to link 
to the pictures and looking 
through the EYFS development 
stages to see which area of 
learning the observation 
linked to. ‘There was a lot 

involved in cutting and sticking 
and writing and it was very 
time-consuming,’ she says. 
Beth finally decided to move 
online when she saw Kinderly 
advertised on the Professional 
Association of Child Care 
and Early Years (PACEY) 
website. ‘Initially there were 
a few teething problems but 

the support was really 
good,’ she says. ‘Using the 
handy contact box on the 
system we logged problems and 
asked questions, which were 
promptly resolved.’

Beth says her favourite 
addition to the site is the 
downloadable app. ‘Using this 
you can take a picture, write 
a quick observation, link it 
to the relevant child, link it 
to the area of learning and 
upload it,’ she explains. ‘The 
whole observation, along with 
pictures, are stored to the 
secure site and emailed to the 
parents.’

She also takes pictures of things 
the children have made or 
created while out and about  
to share with parents. ‘The 
secure login that the parents 
have, allows them to log in 
from any device and they can 
share their log in details with 
extended family should they 
wish,’ she says. 

Beth reports that Kinderly 
can also lessen the burden 
of worry when it comes to 
the much-feared Ofsted 

inspection. ‘Everything to 
do with the child is there, in 
one place for the inspector 

to look through,’ she says. 
‘The development table is 
easy to see at a glance and the 
next steps can be seen. Each 
child’s development is then 
evidenced, with next steps that 
are being set and achieved. 
This saves the inspector having 
to leaf through paperwork 
and booklets, and trying to 
understand a filing system 
that may not be as clear as we 
thought.’

She adds, ‘This really has 
benefited my setting and 
dragged it into the 21st century. 
It reflects the professional and 
passionate business that I’m 
aiming for and I feel proud to 
show parents  the fun we’ve 
had while learning.’

Key features
n	 	Digitally captures EYFS 

observations and learning 
journeys.

n	 Integrated accounting and 
invoice package. Kinderly 
is currently consulting with 
HMRC on its Making Tax 
Digital initiative.

n	 Sharing progress and ‘wow’ 
moments with parents.

n	 At-a-glance developmental 
progress for each child.

n	 Officially rated secure and 
compliant. 

The developer: 
The inspiration for 
Kinderly came from 
Geraint Barton and 
his partner, two busy 
parents juggling two 

pre-school children, two full-time 
jobs and two different nurseries. 

talking digital

Kinderly low-down
Kinderly incorporates a mobile app which enables practitioners to quickly and 
securely capture EYFS observations, daily diaries and ‘wow’ moments, even when 
they are offline and out and about with children. The parent portal and dedicated 
parent emails let parents keep up to date with their child’s daily activities and 
development, in real time, enhancing parent engagement.The web dashboard 
enables managers to manage the setting with at-a-glance information, including 
reports, development tables and cohort analyses which supports them to be 
Ofsted-ready. It is quick and easy to create progress report templates and assign 
them to inidivdual children. The reports are sent to parents who can add feedback 
and comments, building stronger two-way communication. It is also possible 
to export the learning journal and the Early Years Foundation Stage Profile to a 
PDF, at the click of a button, ready for when the child is moving on. Through the 
Characteristics of Effective Learning (CoEL) functionality practitioners gain deep 
insights into how they learn.

Find out more at: www.kinderley.co.uk

Kinderly was a finalist at the Nursery World 
Awards 2015, and scooped Bronze and 
Silver at the Practical Pre-School 2015 and 
2016 Awards.  
If you would like to enter the Practical 
Pre-School Awards 2017 email Lauren 
MacDonald at lauren@evolution-pr.co.uk 
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