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Dear Liz, 

Thank you for your letter of 27 September about childcare and early years 
education. I apologise for the delay in responding. 

I am delighted to have been appointed as the Parliamentary  
Under-Secretary of State for Children and Families. Ensuring every child 
and young person in this country has access to high quality education, no 
matter their background or special educational needs, has always been a 
priority for me. I am thoroughly enjoying working with the ministerial team at 
the Department for Education to improve the life chances of children and 
young people.  

It is a huge privilege to have the opportunity to partner with our fantastic 
early years and wrap-around childcare providers, special schools, 
alternative provision and local authorities (LAs), supporting them to build 
back better and enabling children to achieve their goals.   

The early years’ experience is a vital part of a child’s education, developing 
the cognitive, social and emotional skills that set them up for life. I look 
forward to working with you further on these important points in my new role. 

This government is committed to making childcare more affordable and 
more accessible, with 30 hours free childcare helping save families up to 
£5,000 per child a year. We continue to monitor the sufficiency of childcare 
through regular surveys. We also regularly discuss with LAs sufficiency of 
provision. LAs are not currently reporting any significant sufficiency or 
supply issues and we have not seen any significant number of parents 
unable to secure a childcare place, either this term or since early years 
settings re-opened fully on 1 June 2020.  



 

I was delighted to confirm when we spoke on 27 October that we are 
investing additional funding for the early years entitlements worth £160 
million in 2022-2023, £180 million in 2023-2024 and £170 million in  
2024-2025. This is for LAs to increase hourly rates paid to childcare 
providers for the government’s free childcare entitlement offers and reflects 
the costs of inflation and national living wage increases.  
 
This is on top of the department’s spending of over £3.5 billion in each of the 
past three years on our early education entitlements. We will continue to 
press the importance of the early years sector right across government. I 
note your point about take up of the 2-year-old entitlement and would like to 
thank PACEY for your work with family-facing professionals and LAs to 
increase take up of the 2-year-old entitlement.  
 
We are committed to supporting the sector to develop a workforce with the 
appropriate knowledge, skills and experience to deliver high quality early 
education and childcare. We are investing £20 million in a high-quality, 
evidence-based professional development programme (PDP) targeted at 
practitioners in disadvantaged areas. A further £10 million is funding a 
second phase of PDP to train staff in early language, early mathematics and 
Personal, Social, and Emotional Development (PSED). We are also 
investing £153 million to build a stronger, more expert workforce in the early 
years sector to support the learning and development of the very youngest 
children as they continue to recover from the effects of the coronavirus 
(COVID-19) outbreak.  
  

Thank you for writing about this important matter. I hope you find this reply 
useful.  

 
Kind regards, 

 
 

Will Quince MP 
Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Children and Families 


